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The first lesson that fungi teach is that all life is interconnected. They provide an ecosystemic                

view of the infinite living parts that make up each of them. Through their mycelial networks,                

mushrooms and other fungi permeate the world, connecting and perpetuating the countless cycles, to              

show that each act brings with it an immeasurable chain of effects, reflecting the current               

environmental crisis as much more than a weather imbalance.  

Perhaps, because they appear in death, fungi have been discarded by Western culture; while              

germs, bacteria and plants are taught to children from an early age, mycology (the study of fungi) is                  

essentially absent. With minimal representation, the vacuum of mycological knowledge tends to            

remain outside of school education, leaving many uninformed and unaware of the fantastic world of               

fungi. Paradoxically, fungi are recognized for their ubiquity and importance among biologists,            

however, mycology has remained in the neglect; with a short history of approximately 250 years, the                

Fungi Kingdom was recognized only in 1969 as an independent kingdom within the taxonomic study.2               

As research increasingly focuses on computer code breaking, the tangible ecological roles of fungi,              

along with their field identification, are losing visibility among academics, so the poverty of              

mycology in relation to its potential importance suggests that it is one of the greatest information gaps                 

in the natural sciences. 

Looking at many trends in the sciences, it is clear that a lesser emphasis on whole organism                 

research, in mycology and other fields, is not simply an effect of advances in technology, but of                 

underlying assumptions that permeate the scientific community and Western culture in general.            

Compared to the interdisciplinary approach that fed the research of many of the great scientists of                

history, today's sciences are increasingly fragmented and largely unfamiliar with the finer details of              

each other's work. This fragmentation has not been intentional among scientists, but has emerged as a                

result of a reductionist scientific model that attempts to understand the world by analyzing its smaller                

parts. While this model has created an efficient design for gathering and analyzing information, it has                

largely neglected the importance of connecting the discoveries in each field. This is especially              



common when new findings contradict long-established and recognized models. In many cases,            

scientists well versed in an accepted theory would reject a radically new paradigm, regardless of its                

logical or empirical validity, simply because the new model goes against what has long been taught.3 

The cultural effects of such a narrow perspective are multifold. By presenting the world as a                

collage of fragmented subjects, the connection between ideas, human beings and the environment             

becomes increasingly difficult to perceive and identify. Reductionism creates an effect of unnatural             

separation in the mind, where objects and subjects that are inseparable from each other can be                

intellectually divided. In the sciences, this causes human beings to act as if they were separated from                 

nature by trying to study nature from the outside. For a culture in general, reductionism can justify                 

actions that imply a supposed human superiority over the rest of the world, an anthropocentrism in                

which the exploitation of the environment can be interpreted as a necessary act. Such imposed               

cultures tend to reinforce the reductionist mentality, often with a greater reliance on technologies that               

lessen the need for direct transmission of knowledge, or other real-world interactions. In the end, a                

fictional scenario is embedded in the mind of humanity, in which the universe can be seen as a                  

machine, forests can be replaced by chemical-dependent monocultures, and fungus can be rejected for              

their apparent lack of value. 

When a culture is fragmented, the potential for its structure to be reinterpreted and its pieces                

to be repositioned is developed. Such a redefinition of society occurred when cultural theorists and               

global oligarchs used the interpretation of Darwin's evolutionary model to describe society as nothing              

more than a struggle for the survival of the fittest.4 Through the reductionist mentality, this               

interpretation of social Darwinism was used to scientifically justify the segregation and separation of              

people across class divisions, to promote hierarchical anthropocentric government structures and the            

emergence of the neo-liberal free-market economy in which only the fittest survive. This is how the                

Chilean artist Carlos Ortúzar, with his work The Fourth World, warns of the consequences of an                

artificial division that expanded the effects of the industrial revolution on a global scale and affected                

each and every being on earth, classifying them as consumer goods or raw materials, with               



impoverished nations being deactivated to maintain them as spaces for the extraction of basic              

resources for the development of the First World.  

The concept that life is a constant struggle for the next step in the evolutionary ladder5 is                 

contradictory to the daily experience of nature. These human-designed models quickly lose their             

validity through a study of the ecological roles of fungi: communication and collaboration between              

animals, plants and microbes is vital to the health of each individual, as well as to the entire                  

ecosystem; on which we all depend. 

As the great interconnectors of the natural world, the mycelial network exemplifies this             

universal principle of mutual support. They act as a holistic model for connecting communities and               

ideas that help reverse the problems of fragmentation produced by reductionism. For, while             

reductionism provides a valuable and unique means of measuring the world, it is, like all belief                

systems, inherently aligned with limitations, unexamined assumptions, and flaws in design and            

implementation. Questioning reductionism, or any ethical system, automatically provides the          

possibility of considering opposing points of view, and as one becomes increasingly open to multiple               

ways of thinking, one also tends to become increasingly tolerant of alternative perspectives, an inverse               

relationship that, as such, frees up thinking. When we confront the foundations of our learning               

systems and challenge the assumptions underlying the design of a culture, new opportunities for              

engagement between people and their environment are waiting; windows are opened to the unlimited              

potential of the world, revealing that the mediation of experience is unsustainable and the only               

limiting factor to innovation is creativity. In fact, experimentation is always necessary to find better               

alternatives because without taking risks, we will never discover what is possible. As any historian of                

science knows, great advances were not made in small steps, but by leaps and bounds and largely                 

guided by intuition, chance and the will to challenge dogmas. Those deficiencies must be overcome               

by all those who wish to propose new cultural paradigms that recognize, honor and integrate the                

patterns and principles of nature -the laws of the universe- that fungi fully express.6 



Thus, Infinita proposes a new holistic approach to the Fungi Kingdom, building a unique and               

sensory framework from which living can be rethought, and where the connection with nature              

illustrates its vulnerability and its only possible appropriation of reality. Therefore, constructing or             

manipulating physical spaces which reflect on our living and the identity of our community, creativity               

will be activated in a rhizomatic and mycelial way, where a greater individual and global universal                

consciousness is acquired. 

In Infinita, ideas are displayed around the life forms of some fungi and their characteristics,               

such as their adaptability and metabolism, generating new scenarios that question the human habitat,              

its role within the ecosystem, relating it and comparing it with our fungal friends. These concepts                

evidence the notions that seek to be united, to be dependent on each other, converging in symbiosis                 

and interdependence, in a mutual collaboration for co-development and the consequent reinstatement            

of the balance between ecosystems and thoughts. The planet in its history has survived climatic               

phenomena that have supposedly devastated life on Earth: glaciations, meteorite impacts, droughts,            

fires, among others, being global warming the first one to be directly related to our living. “A more                  

serious and imminent collapse of our ecosystems may occur as variables are destabilized as a result of                 

pollution and global warming. The biosphere could expel us as a virulent organism if we do not act as                   

a responsible species and continue the current trends of ecological extraction.”7 In this context, fungi               

today represents a hope for the crisis, by giving us possible tools to heal both the ecological damage                  

we have inflicted, as well as our culture and society. Working with mushrooms is not a new chapter in                   

human history, but an old relationship established in our food, medicine and products. They are the                

greatest and oldest teachers, sharing a wisdom that can sustain a habitat and unite a community. Many                 

of their solutions are practical while others are philosophical, but considering the youth of mycology,               

all their gifts present an undescribed potential for improving the health and resilience of any living                

system.8 

The Fungus Museum aims to integrate art and science to raise awareness and open up new                

possibilities for interdisciplinary dialogues. Paul Stamets said to me when I met him: "when art and                



science converge, spirituality emerges"9, and within my experience, I understood spirituality as an             

individual and global universal consciousness. Interdiscipline cause new multidimensional         

problem-solving capabilities to emerge simultaneously, opens up reflection on how the humanities            

and social sciences shape the public imagination and creative practices, how different fields of              

knowledge confront and constitute each other, how activities such as archiving, curatorial practices,             

translation between languages and political activism inform and activate each other, as well as what               

strategies thinkers and creators use to shape, critique and redesign ideologies and identities.  

Fungi are the recyclers of nature, a beautiful metaphor for change and transformation. In              

recent years, mushrooms have been moving in a direction that does them more justice, in a time where                  

the world is facing a terrible crisis. Their kind invitation for us to rebuild the main pillars of social                   

change is evident: the education and urgent awareness of important issues, the respect and balance for                

the place we live in; resistance to and stopping ineffective or disastrous systems that undermine our                

extinction; the design of functional and appropriate alternative systems that increase the quality of life               

and the self-fulfillment of the community based on the natural experience. These tasks, which could               

be associated with politics, cultural management and artistic promotion, can be carried out at the same                

time from a mycocentric perspective: fungi challenge us to look below the surface, to be creative, to                 

live on the edge, to explore the unknown, to adapt, to respect differences, and to always look for                  

another way forward. 
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